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SPENCER MUSEUM’S BACKYARD BASH SHOWCASES ART BY KU

STUDENTS IN MARVIN GROVE1

Thu, 10/22/2020

LAWRENCE — The Spencer Museum of Art invites the University of Kansas and Lawrence communities

to explore its �fth annual Backyard Bash2, a monthlong outdoor celebration with an interactive art

installation in Marvin Grove on view Saturday, Oct. 24, through Nov. 19.

Titled “Conference of the Birds,” the installation features 13 sculptural

“nests” created by KU graduate and undergraduate students

representing architecture, physics, social welfare and visual art. Di�erent

nests in the installation investigate themes of adaptation, shelter,

sustainability, community care and the human impact on our ecosphere.

These ideas are also explored in the Spencer Museum’s exhibition

“Audubon in the Anthropocene3.”

Visitors are invited to explore the installation at their leisure using a

guide that can be found in the Spencer’s Little Free Museum in front of

the building on Mississippi Street, or downloaded from the event

website2. Pop-up activities, prizes and more will appear among the nests throughout the month, so

repeat visits are encouraged. Follow the Spencer Museum’s social media for hints.

“Backyard Bash: Conference of the Birds” is generously supported by the Beach-Edwards Family

Foundation, Steve Sears and the Linda Inman Bailey Exhibitions Fund. Additional programming support

is provided by KU Student Senate.

Related Programming

Friday, Oct. 23

Spencer Projects: Conference of the Birds

7-8 p.m. / Spencer Museum of Art front lawn

Kick o� the �fth annual Backyard Bash with a special edition of Spencer Projects featuring art from the

art museum’s collection projected on the building. Perch in front of the museum to enjoy images of

bird-themed pottery, paintings and prints, as well as feathered objects. Please wear a mask and

practice social distancing.

Nov. 8

http://www.ku.edu/
http://news.ku.edu/2020/10/22/spencer-museums-backyard-bash-showcases-art-ku-students-marvin-grove
https://www.spencerart.ku.edu/backyard-bash-2020
https://www.spencerart.ku.edu/virtual-exhibition/audubon-anthropocene-works-matthew-day-jackson
https://www.spencerart.ku.edu/backyard-bash-2020
https://ku.edu/
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Conference of the Creatives

2-3 p.m. / location TBD

Join us for an informal conversation with the student artists featured in “Conference of the Birds” about

their nest designs. Details to come on the Spencer Museum’s website4.

The University of Kansas is a major comprehensive research and teaching university. The university's

mission is to lift students and society by educating leaders, building healthy communities and making

discoveries that change the world. The KU News Service is the central public relations o�ce for the

Lawrence campus.
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The University of Kansas prohibits

discrimination on the basis of race, color,

ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression, and genetic information in the university's

programs and activities. Retaliation is also prohibited by university policy. The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies and are the Title IX coordinators for

their respective campuses: Director of the O�ce of Civil Rights and Title IX, civilrights@ku.edu, Room 1082, Dole Human Development Center, 1000 Sunnyside Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785-864-6414, 711 TTY (for

the Lawrence, Edwards, Parsons, Yoder, and Topeka campuses); Director, Equal Opportunity O�ce, Mail Stop 7004, 4330 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Fairway, KS 66205, 913-588-8011, 711 TTY (for the Wichita, Salina,

and Kansas City, Kansas medical center campuses).
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