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Museum looks at prospective ecological disasters through lens of Dust Bowl

Arthur Rothstein (1915-1985) / Vernon Evans (with his family) of Lemmon, South Dakota, near Missoula, Montana on Highway 10. Leaving grasshopper-ridden and
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drought-stricken area for a new start in Oregon or Washington, 1936 / gelatin silver print. Image courtesy of the Spencer Museum of Art at the University of
Kansas.

LAWRENCE, KS.- In a pair of interrelated exhibitions, Conversation XV: Dust and 1 Kansas Farmer, the Spencer Museum explores both the Dust Bowl of

the 1930s and the relevance of its lessons for farmers, environmentalists, artists, and scientists today.

The Dust Bowl represents a remarkable moment in human history. Tremendous artistic documentation of the Dust Bowl, much of it federally-sponsored, is

etched into the collective American memory. Images created by such artists as Dorothea Lange, Arthur Rothstein, Herschel Logan, and others have

become iconic symbols representing both the hardship suffered by rural Americans in the 1930s and the humanity that triumphed in its wake. These

images endure not only as expressions of the spirit of an era, but also as historic documents containing significant information that allows researchers to

comprehend the ecological disaster that sparked the Dust Bowl and the transformation of the land following the storm.

Conversation XV: Dust was inspired by the selection of The Worst Hard Time by Timothy Egan as the University of Kansas Common Book for 2013-14. In

The Worst Hard Time, Egan, a reporter for the New York Times, chronicles the tumultuous journeys of twelve families weathering the Dust Bowl in rural

America. The objects on display in the Dust exhibition tell similar stories using artists’ tools, primarily the camera. In an Arthur Rothstein photograph taken

in 1936, an unsmiling man leans against his car with a bundle tied to it; the words “Oregon or Bust” have been scrawled beneath the car window. The man,

Vernon Evans, is fleeing a grasshopper-ridden, drought-stricken area with his family in tow, hoping for a new start out west. Closer to home, a photograph

of a desolate Kansas farmhouse and plot of land foregrounded by a sign proclaiming “THIS PLACE FOR SALE” was taken in 1938, capturing the

widespread dispossession that sent so many Americans searching for new homes and new lives. Thomas Hart Benton’s expressive lithograph depicting

the fictional Joad family, central to the plot of The Grapes Wrath, tells perhaps the most famous Dust Bowl narrative of all, and is included in this exhibition.

Simultaneously on view in the Museum lobby, posters created by KU advanced graphic design students are inspired by the prolific work of Dust Bowl

artists and scientists. The series, 1 Kansas Farmer, makes sly reference to the billboards spotted along Kansas highways declaring that “1 Kansas farmer

feeds 155 people and you.” Each poster addresses a specific environmental issue facing Kansas farmers today, turning frequently to the lessons of the

Dust Bowl for context while visually representing cutting-edge research collected by the Biofuels and Climate Change: Farmers Land Use Decisions

(BACC:FLUD) project. This project, currently being conducted by scholars at the University of Kansas and Kansas State University, examines how

Kansas farmers make decisions about land use with a focus on how information about biofuels and climate change factors into the equation. Extensive

interviews with Kansas farmers are included in both the research and the resulting posters, alongside photographs by Kansas artist Larry Schwarm, who

compellingly documents the conditions on Kansas farms as part of the BACC:FLUD initiative.
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Rafael Lozano-Hemmer transforms the 1,400 foot long Park Avenue Tunnel in
New York

Marilyn Monroe's 51st anniversary memorial special exhibition opens at The
Hollywood Museum

The Skyscraper Museum mounts "Urban Fabric: Building New York's Garment
District"

World's second tallest building, designed by United States firm Gensler, tops out in
China

Rome diverts traffic to protect Colosseum blackened by pollution and in poor state

Dominique Lévy to inaugurate new gallery with masterworks by Fontana, Klein,
and Twombly

Australia opens 'world's smartest' aquarium, the US$31.4 million National Sea
Simulator

Rarely seen Ron Mueck sculptures go on display at Wolverhampton Art Gallery

Sailor prince sword and Royal Dragoons helmet amongst top lots on Bonhams
Arms and Armour Sale

Aktis Gallery exhibits Ballets Russes artists at Salon Point Art Monaco August 1 -
5
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1.- After more than 40 years of mounting guilt, aging Chinese
apologise for Cultural Revolution 'evil'

2.- Beijing man builds rock villa on top of apartment tower
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4.- Getty President and CEO Jim Cuno announces new program
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5.- Garry Winogrand's "Women Are Beautiful" opens at Worcester
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6.- Exhibition at Bonnard Museum presents the symbolic and
iconic impact of nude art
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9.- Paolo Veronese's Venus "Disarming Cupid" heads to
Worcester Art Museum

10.- Meadows Museum exhibition is first to explore the impact in
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